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Health Care Provider Taxonomy Code Request Information
Information about the Health Care Provider Taxonomy Code Set and Requests
· The primary purpose of the Health Care Provider Taxonomy code set (code set) is to identify health care providers in electronic transactions.  Requests are evaluated based on whether the provider needs to be identified in an electronic transaction.

· Proposed codes must be unique, well-defined, and describe a health care provider that is clearly identified and distinguished from existing providers already in the code set.

· The codes, by themselves, do not establish qualifications to obtain a National Provider Identifier (NPI) or reimbursement from a payer.

· Requests for new codes must include information supporting the business need for the code, e.g., a health plan needs to enroll a health care provider, health care provider needs identified in electronic transactions, etc.

· Requests to revise existing codes must include information explaining the change to the health care provider specialty that warrants revising the code.
· Changes to the code set are released on January 1st and July 1st and go into effect on April 1st and October 1st respectively.

Completing the Form
· Complete all sections of the form to request changes to the code set.  
· Be as thorough as possible explaining the requested change. 
· Requests for changes to existing codes must provide information supporting the business need for the change and that organizations currently using the code will not be impacted by the change.  

· Submit completed forms to taxonomy@nucc.org.
Note:  This form is not to be used to change your taxonomy code in the NPI database or with a health plan.  Contact those entities directly to change your taxonomy code.

Code Evaluation Criteria and Requirements

The following criteria are used to evaluate all code requests.

· Request meets a national need; do not request on the basis a state or local need only.
· Exception – Provider is recognized, i.e. license, certified or registered, as a health care provider in one or a few states, but needs to obtain an NPI.
· Request meets a need not currently in the code set.
Requirement:  Only one (1) of the following needs to be met.

· Identify a health care provider in electronic transaction(s)

· Categorize health care providers in a provider directory

· Apply for an NPI for a health care provider (as defined by HIPAA)
· Identify health care provider practice focus or education/training for enrollment with health plans

· Identify health care providers in local, regional or national health information exchange networks
· Identify health care providers in public health-related data transactions

If you are unable to select any criteria from the previous list, but still believe you qualify for a taxonomy code, it is acceptable to fill out the request form. 
Meeting one or more of the following provides additional business justification of the need for a code: 

· For physician codes:

· Certification by American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) or American Osteopathic Association certifying boards. 

· Accredited residency or subspecialty training program by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME).
· Existence of a nationally recognized specialty board, or a specialty defined by a subspecialty certification or a certificate of special competence issued by such a board or a nationally recognized accrediting body, or recognized by a regulatory agency.
Additional criteria considered for request to change existing codes or definitions:

· Recommended change will not affect individuals/organizations currently using the existing code or definition.

· Recommended change will not exclude any subset of individuals/organizations to be identified by the changed code or definition. 

Health Care Provider Taxonomy Request Form

Health Care Provider:  

(Enter the title of the code for which the request is being made.)
Request From:



(Enter the name of the individual or organization making the request.)
Type of Request:


Please indicate which type of request this is.
_____  Code Addition to the code set (including definition and source)

_____  Change to an existing code or definition within the code set 
Request Criteria:

Please answer the following questions to identify which criteria apply to this request.  
	1.
	Does the health care provider need to be identified in electronic transactions?

	
	
	Yes

	
	
	

	
	
	No


	2.
	Has a health plan requested a taxonomy code for the health care provider in order to list them in their provider directory?

	
	
	Yes

	
	
	

	
	
	No


	3.
	Has the health care provider been asked by a health plan to report an NPI?

	
	
	Yes

	
	
	

	
	
	No


	4.
	Does the health care provider’s practice focus or education/training need to be identified for enrollment with health plans? 

	
	
	Yes

	
	
	

	
	
	No


	5.
	Does the health care provider need to be identified in local, regional or national health information exchange networks?

	
	
	Yes

	
	
	

	
	
	No


If you do not answer “yes” to any of the above questions, but still believe you qualify for a taxonomy code, please explain in the space below: 

Rationale for Request:

(Enter a description of the business need for the request.  Please include specific examples of how the provider is impacted by not having a code.)

Additional Information for the Request:

(Enter any additional information to support the request.)  
Proposed Definition:

(Enter the proposed definition for the code.  New code requests must be accompanied by a definition.)  
Definition source:

(Enter the source for the proposed definition for the code.)

Proposed Placement in the Code Set:
(Enter the proposed placement in the code set, e.g., Level III under Allopathic and Osteopathic Physicians - Internal Medicine.)
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